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Every day he writes The Sun’'s editorials.
Readers have no difficulty understanding
where he stands. He has not hesitated to call
on public officials and bodies to correct what
he views as an errant course.

In newspaper circles, he is best known for
his beliefs in the tenets of the first amend-
ment. He has filed more lawsuits than any
other Arkansas editor or publisher to enforce
the provisions of the state Freedom of Infor-
mation Act. “The public’'s business should be
done in public” is his oft-repeated philosophy.

John has been a mentor, advisor, and friend
to all of Northeast Arkansas. He has dedicated
his life to serving his fellow citizens as a lead-
er in both his profession and his community,
and he deserves our respect and gratitude for
his contributions. On behalf of the Congress,
| extend congratulations and best wishes to
my good friend John Troutt, Jr. on his suc-
cesses and achievements.

HONORING AL MOLITOR

HON. JOSEPH M. HOEFFEL

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 26, 2000

Mr. HOEFFEL. Mr. Speaker, today | recog-
nize the outstanding achievements of an ex-
traordinary man, Al Molitor. For 35 years, Mr.
Molitor has served in the administration of
public health and welfare programs for non-
profit organizations and the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania. In addition, the contributions he
has made within the Montgomery County com-
munity and  particularly the  Abington-
Rockledge Democratic Committee are invalu-
able.

Al earned his bachelor of arts from Temple
University and continued his studies at the
Bryn Mawr School of Social Work and Re-
search where he received his master of social
service degree. Al has held leadership posi-
tions in state public health and social work
professional associations. He has served on
the Abington Township Library Board, in par-
ent-teacher organizations and the Boy Scouts.
He also organized the Old York Road Genea-
logical Society, and served as its president for
nearly 4 years.

Al has been a prominent figure within the
Abington-Rockledge Democratic Committee
for a number of years and became chairman
in 1994. He also served as chair of the Mont-
gomery County Voter Registration Drive from
1992-1994. His work within the Democratic
community in Montgomery County is unparal-
leled and much appreciated. With a solid Re-
publican background, Al found himself as a
non-partisan when the moved to Abington in
1958, but quickly found a home within the
Democratic community in Montgomery County.
In spite of an extremely busy public life, Al re-
mains devoted to his family. He and his wife,
Natalie, have two children, Elizabeth and
Steve, and three grandchildren.

It is an honor and a privilege to acknowl-

edge the dedication and contributions of Al
Molitor who has served his community well.
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VALUE OF ESTABLISHING THE
SWISS CENTER OF NORTH AMER-
ICA

HON. TAMMY BALDWIN

OF WISCONSIN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 26, 2000

Ms. BALDWIN. Mr. Speaker, our nation was
built on the dreams of immigrants who came
here to create a better life for themselves and
their families. The ethnic diversity of the Amer-
ican patchwork quilt makes this nation strong
and has helped our nation become the envy of
much of the world.

| am proud to be from a state whose ethnic
heritage can be seen in our faces, our foods
and families. Wisconsin is a state made up of
settlers who came from the far corners of the
world to build their businesses, raise their fam-
ilies and stake their claims for a piece of the
American Dream.

There is an exciting new project underway
in my congressional district that has national
and international implications. The Swiss Cen-
ter of North America is proposed to be located
in New Glarus, Wisconsin. This new center
will facilitate historical research, cultural ex-
changes and business partnerships extending
beyond the beautiful rolling countryside of
America’s Dairyland.

Like many ethnic groups, the Swiss came to
North America in large numbers in the 19th
Century, settling in each state of this Union
and every province of Canada. They brought
their traditions, culture, languages, foods and
a rich heritage that have made a lasting im-
pact throughout this continent. The Swiss gov-
ernment helped these new immigrants by set-
ting up colonies for their countrymen and
women on this side of the Atlantic to ease the
transition into the New World.

One such colony remains largely intact, lo-
cated in New Glarus, Wisconsin. This commu-
nity, which | am honored to represent in Con-
gress, continues to celebrate its Swiss herit-
age, attracting Swiss immigrants and welcome
visitors from around the world.

Many in North America are not aware of the
accomplishments of their Swiss-American
neighbors. The Swiss have brought a multi-
cultural background encompassing elements
from German, French, ltalian and Roman her-
itages. Many thing of Switzerland as a land of
Alpine meadows, decorated cowbells and
colorful window boxes. Yet this fails to fully
recognize the very modern, multilingual and
multi-cultural aspects of this small, yet diverse,
nation.

Those of Swiss descent in North America
are very proud of their heritage, as Switzer-
land has made many important contributions
to the world. Yet, unlike many other nationali-
ties, there is no permanent venue to show-
case Swiss cultural, economic, historic, and
social contributions in North America. | hope
that is about to change.

The Swiss Center of North America aims to
be a state-of-the-art facility located in New
Glarus, Wisconsin. It will highlight the contribu-
tions of the Swiss of yesterday, today and to-
morrow. With historical exhibits, modern inter-
active displays, genealogical research facilities
and premiere meeting space, the Swiss Cen-
ter will help spread the word that Swiss living
in the United States, Canada and Mexico con-
tinue to offer much to the North American
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melting pot. The State of Wisconsin has al-
ready committed $2 million to this project and
an international fund-raising drive is now well
underway.

| support the Swiss Center of North America
not just because it will be located in my dis-
trict. | support it because those of Swiss herit-
age need a place to house their artifacts and
tell their story. This is a valuable project, in
part, because learning more about where we
come from helps guide us to where we are
going. The more future generations learn
about this nation, the more they understand
about our rich diversity. The Swiss Center of
North America will help foster a better under-
standing between cultures and will offer us the
promise of a broader appreciation of the herit-
age of our international ancestors.

THANKING WOLODYMYR LUCKHAN
FOR HIS SERVICE TO THE
UNITED STATES DURING WORLD
WAR 11

HON. NANCY L. JOHNSON

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 26, 2000

Mrs. JOHNSON of Connecticut. Mr. Speak-
er, | thank one of my constituents, Wolodymyr
Luckhan, for the heroic action he took during
World War Il to save an American tank divi-
sion from an enemy ambush near Swizel, Ger-
many, in April 1945. Mr. Luckhan, seized by
the Germans into forced labor, overheard the
impending attack against an American tank
force approaching the city of Swizel. Mr.
Luckhan commandeered a boy’s bicycle and
peddled through German lines, risking his life
to reach the Allied forces. Without his timely
warning, the loss of American lives would
have been considerable. Mr. Luckhan’'s exam-
ple once again demonstrates that the virtue of
selflessness merits recognition.

After the war, Mr. Luckhan came to the
United States, became a citizen and raised a
family. At age 91, Mr. Luckhan still recalls the
event that changed the course of history for so
many. Walt Whitman wrote that “To have
great poets, there must be great audiences,
too.” | present Mr. Wolodymyr Luckhan as a
spokesperson for freedom whose stage for
heroism was made possible by the great audi-
ence of men and women who gave their lives
in service of our country and those who,
thanks to the efforts of people such as Mr.
Luckhan, have survived to share in the quality
of life that only this great nation can afford.

SERBIA DEMOCRATIZATION ACT
OF 2000

SPEECH OF

HON. SHEILA JACKSON-LEE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, September 25, 2000

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
| rise in support of H.R. 1064, the Serbia and
Montenegro Democracy Act. This resolution
coincides with the highly important general
elections held in Serbia on September 24,
2000. We can only hope that the ongoing
election count at this hour reflects a fair, free,
and open election, Mr. Speaker.
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